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World War Over Oil 


In the Arabian oil controversy three 
battles are being fought simultaneously over 
the same issue, and the significance of much 
of this struggle is being carefully guarded 
from public attention. 

The United States is trying to horn in, 
politely of course, on some of the rich oil 
reserves of the Middle East, reserves which 
Great Britain long ago marked out as its 
own special interest. Congress is challeng- 
ing Mr. Roosevelt’s approval of a venture 
which will alter our foreign policy entangl- 
ing us in all the intricate dangers of foreign 
imperialism and, at the same time, extend 
the government’s encroachment in the field 
of private business. Last but not least, the 
big American oil companies are scrapping 
among themselves over one of the richest 
treasures ever exposed to the greed of men. 

Since British interests have skillfully suc- 
ceeded in conserving their oil supplies while 
the war has drained America’s petroleum 
reserves in a devastating manner, London 
Empire oil officials have not been able to pre- 
vent this sudden coup on the part of Ameri- 
can interests—they didn’t want to! 

What the American public has not been 
told is that it is Russia’s sudden rise to para- 
mount power towering right above the bor- 
ders of these choice oil domains that has 
caused British interests to become willing 
to share their oil hoardings in return for 
the promise of American arms to protect 
their treasure. 

, World War III is written all over that 
idea. 


Obliteration Bombing 


Now, since there has been time for all 


the official and unofficial hate specialists 
roundly to smear and misinterpret the state- 
ment of the 28 clergymen who signed a pro- 
test against the obliteration bombing of 
German cities, we would like to uncover 
some of the facts which drove the signers 
of that petition to their decision. These 
facts have not reached the attention of the 
average American. 


The obliteration bombing of the German 
cities has admittedly evolved from the preci- 
sion bombing of industries and military ob- 
jectives to the complete destruction of all 
designated community areas. A United 
Press report recently stated that virtually 
every home in Berlin has either been de- 
stroved or damaged. “The loss of life among 
women and children alone would shock 
every American if he knew the truth,” is a 
statement received in authentic relief circles. 

Military representatives admit that the 
killing of German civilians has grown into 
enormous proportions—far beyond the total 
of deaths from German military action. Also, 
it is inevitable that, with the widespread and 
growing hatred of the Nazis among the Ger- 
man people (a fact constantly reaffirmed in 
news reports), there have been thousands of 
Germans killed who were our secret allies 
and who were doing their utmost to foment 
revolt against the Nazis. 


(Continued on next page) 


WE CANNOT REALLY UNDERSTAND man or his struggles until we realize 
that he is a spiritual creature and that his struggles are rooted in his spiritual nature 
—he it good or bad. That is the secret of knowing our world and the men in it. Thus, 
to recognize man’s true nature is to give us insight and vision far beyond the blindness 
of selfishness and materialism. Prophets have not had vision beyond other men because 
they were greater intellectually, but because they were more aware spiritually. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


Things are moving too fast these days for the average citizen to follow—even if 
he were allowed to know the truth. Stalin continues to act so swiftly and in such un- 
expected ways that no diplomatic corps is able to plan more than twenty-four hours 
in advance. But here is the over-all pattern: Stalin’s increasing grip on the total war 
picture has caused other nations, both friend and foe, to make wide and unprecedented 
changes in policy. 


Russian Pressure Britain and the United States have been trying to bring Turkey 
into the war under an agreement of furnishing her with large quantities of modern 
weapons. You will remember that, after British-Turkish conversations following Te- 
heran, hopeful results were announced promising Turkey’s entrance into the war on 
our side. What happened next has been suppressed, but apparently Stalin let it be 
known promptly that this bolstering of Turkish strength was not permissible. 


We were told that Turkey was cooling off, but the fact row appears to be that 
Moscow intends to draw Turkey into Russia’s new sphere of influence with friendly 
freedom of the Dardanelles, a development long sought for by Russia. 


British Manoeuvers The cunning Stalin was too smart for the clever British plan 
to strengthen Turkish arms as a legitimate present Allied war move that in the end 
could easily evolve into a British- Turkish policy of hemming in Russia from the all- 
important Dardanelles waterway. 


Some diplomats assert that Churchill’s original invasion dream was the Balkans 

. the first “soft under-belly” idea that was later shifted to Italy when Stalin’s 
disapproval became fully felt. Churchill’s vision of millions of American and British 
troops swarming through the Balkans to join and aid the Soviet advance was inter- 
preted by Stalin as a plan to check Russia by a polite flanking movement that would 
block out or neutralize the effect of a further Russian advance into Europe. Churchilll 
has probably not given up that idea completely. And there is some indication that, 
when invasion comes, the Balkans may yet see part of it—with or without Moscow’s 
approval. 


Stalin’s speedy and rough-handed manner in dealing with Poland has been inter- 
preted as his effort to get his western frontiers ready for any emergency, coming from 
any direction. 


Soviet Recognizes Badoglio Stalin’s recognition of the Badoglio government has 
been hailed as an omen of his intention to cooperate more with London and Washing- 
ton. Some observers have even gone so far as to say that it was a sign of his colla- 
boration with the British effort to support the pitiful little King and all the other pitiful 
little kings Churchill is desperately trying to rescue or restore. But wasn’t one-third 
of the Italian fleet or its equivalent a pretty big bargain for Moscow? 


Washington circles generally believe that Stalin’s recognition of Badoglio was a 
gesture of good will toward the American policy which is more particularly concerned 
with Badoglio’s military position than is London’s specific interest in the King. In any 
case, we know that Stalin is driving hard bargains and is moving faster in every direction 
in international affairs than the leaders of the other United Nations can think. 


Roosevelt and Churchill Even the ties between Washington and London have been 
strained lately. Irritations in Anglo-American relations stem from American friendli- 
ness toward Chiang Kai-shek. Churchill, who wants to keep China weak, resents Mr. 
Roosevelt’s insistence that more aid be given China’s war effort against the Japanese. 
On the other hand, American plans for an oil pipe-line in the Middle East worries the 
British government. The American President, conscious of the large Polish-American 
group in the United States, is not too ready to back Churchill’s policy toward Russia 
in regard to Poland and the Baltic States. 


America Must Lead the Way So Mr. Roosevelt has been left a little high and dry 
lately by the political trading between London and Moscow. He still stands 
for a just and unselfish peace. He has meant what he said about freedom and justice 
to small nations and captive peoples under every yoke. But his ideals, like those of 
Woodrow Wilson, have fallen into a world that is still ruled by economic interests first, 
racial domination second, with peace and justice considered only after the other con- 
cerns have been met. 


It is in view of these spiritual relations of men, the issues of their hearts—both good 
and bad—that we must contemplate the coming peace. It becomes more and more 
evident that a spiritually awakened America must lead the way and, as Mr. Churchill 
once said, “The new world of the west must rescue the old world from its despair.” 
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The Third Way 


The increasing power and scope of the consumer cooperative 
movement throughout the world is a ray of hope in the vast econo- 
mic strife which has now engulfed most of mankind. No intelligent 
Christian should be unmindful of this trend nor of its significance. 
To brush the cooperative movement aside as socialistic or communis- 
tic is not only absolutely contrary to fact but also is indicative of 
dangerous economic and spiritual blindness. 

The basic outline of the consumer cooperatives—consumer owner- 
ship of the means of production and distribution for the profit of all 
within the organization with a proportionately high reward for 
managerial skill—is an inevitable outgrowth of the application of 
Christian thought and principles to business. 

The cooperatives, which are at least one answer to present day 
economic confusion and strife, have a real contribution to make in 
the post-war world. 

Reports from the Worldover Press tell of the recent meeting in 
Washington of representatives of cooperatives of more than twenty 
countries. The meeting was held under the aupices of the Coopera- 
tive League of the U. S. A. and the group heard, discussed and ap- 
proved a plan of action that may well prove to be a turning point not 
only in cooperative but in world history. 

The conference had two purposes: to press for the use by the 
United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration of coop- 
erative facilities in Europe for immediate post-war relief needs, and 
to lay before the delegates the plan now on foot to create an Inter- 
national Cooperative Trading and Manufacturing Association, owned 
and operated by the various national wholesales, which would enter 
the field of international trade as soon as possible after the war, 
facilitating the direct exchange of goods between cooperatives of 
different countries on a non-profit basis. 

The two purposes are in fact closely related, for international 
cooperative trading will take up in reconstruction where relief leaves 
off. It will provide the long-range basis for the economic develop- 
ment of countries needing more than emergency shipments of cloth- 
ing and vitamin pills to provide well-being for their people. 

Murray D. Lincoln, president of the Cooperative League of the 
U.S.A., pointed out that relief administrators working in Europe after 
World War I had found that a dollar spent in relief through co- 
operative channels was worth five dollars through other channels, 
for the reason that cooperatives enabled the people to help them- 
selves. 

Charts and studies showing the density of cooperative organiza- 
tions in pre-war Europe lined the walls of the conference room, and 
a special delegate from the International Labor Office, M. Colombain, 
told the delegates that a study just completed by his organization 
showed that there would be about 110,000 cooperative outlets avail- 
able in non-Russian Europe for relief purposes, outlets capable of 
reaching immediately at least 25 per cent of the population. 

An instance showing how far-reaching and thorough-going co- 
operative efforts can be was afforded by the report of a Polish rep- 
resentative, Dr. H. Shoskes, former director of the Cooperative Bank 
of Warsaw, who told the conference that before the war 35 per 
cent of the Polish people were connected directly or indirectly with 
cooperatives, and that in the Polish Ukraine the figure was as high 
as 70 per cent. 

Dr. Shoskes read a letter that had been sent in September to the 
Polish Government in London signed by all Polish underground re- 
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sistance parties, demanding that the future economy of Poland be 
founded upon cooperative principles. “Cooperatives,” the letter said, 
“being an economic counterpart of democracy, will become a founda- 
tion of the economic structure of Poland; especially since the co- 
operative movement offers the best form of planned economy striving 
toward economic independence without relying upon foreign factors. 
Taking the cooperative movement as a basis for the economic struc- 
ture of Poland. the government will grant full freedom of action in 
carrying out the organization of the movement and will permit it to 
function wholly independently.” 

The advantages of using cooperative techniques to foster indus- 
trialization in areas heretofore primarily agricultural were mention- 
ed by several delegates. Here, they declared, was a means of mov- 
ing swiftly from a relatively primitive economy to a modern one 
without having to go through the bleak period of capitalist exploita- 
tion and human disruption. Here was a means by which the new 
techniques could remain in the people’s hands, rather than divesting 
them of ownership and leaving them as tenants in their own house. 

The exchange of goods in international trade directly between 
cooperatives had already begun before the war. During the last 
pre-war years, Consumers Cooperative Association in North Kansas 
City shipped oil direct to cooperatives in Scotland, Sweden, Holland, 
Esthonia and Bulgaria. Jt was something new in international trade 
because it was carried on without profit. In return CCA received 
shipments of tea and tea plantations owned and operated by British 
cooperatives. 

Likewise the giant farmers’ cooperative in Enid, Oklahoma, sent 
shipments of wheat direct to the English Cooperative Wholesale, 
where it was milled in cooperatively-owned mills, baked in coop- 
eratively-owned bakeries, and sold through cooperative retail stores, 
and at a price lower than the price of bread in the United States. 

At the time that the oil transactions took place, there was not a 
single oil well, pipe-line, or refinery cooperatively owned in the United 
States. Today the United States and Canadian cooperative move- 
ments own ten refineries and a lubricating oil refinery, nearly 300 
producing wells, and more than 1,000 miles of pipe-line, and they are 
still growing fast. 

“This war,” Congressman Voorhis told the conference, “is being 
fought against a concentration of power. But it is itself generating 
even greater concentrations of power. The only 100 per cent con- 
structive answer to this problem that I know is the cooperative 
movement. To me the cooperative movement is the one movement 
in the world whose success docs not harm any other group, but rather 
brings benefits to all.” 

The possibilities and implications of non-profit international trade 
directly between cooperatives are astonishing and extremely hopeful. 
International trade has heretofore been the special preserve of the 
great cartels which are in business for profit to the few, it has been 
the fertile breeding ground of wars, and of all the phases of the 
economic system, it has been the one farthest removed from the con- 
trol and even the knowledge of the world’s peoples, whose well-being 
it directly affects. Thus far governments, with the exception of 
the totalitarians, have been unable effectively to regulate the gigantic 
super-state of international cartels. And it would, as Congressman 
Voorhis pointed out, be a black day indeed if our only choice lay 
between government monopolies and big business cartels. 

But the cooperative movement has served notice that a third way 
exists, and the movement is prepared, physically, financially, and 
spiritually, to make that third alterative effective. 





